	YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY


	ITEM  1

	Minutes of the meeting held at The National Park Office, Yoredale, Bainbridge on Tuesday, 27 January 2009.



	Present:

R Alderson, C Armitage, J Blackie, Mrs A Brooks, WH Brown, SHK Butcher, 
P Charlesworth, A Colley, G Dalton, W Fenten, TRN Harrison-Topham, KJ Lancaster (in the Chair), C Lis, SR Macaré, Mrs S Marshall, Mrs D Millward, Mrs Y Peacock, 
Dr KM Petyt, JK Roberts and W Weston.



	COPIES OF ALL DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED ARE IN THE MINUTE BOOK


	1/09
	MEMBERS


On behalf of members, the Chairman congratulated Carl Lis on his award of the OBE in the New Year’s Honours’ List, for services to the Yorkshire Dales.

The Chairman reported that Mrs Shelagh Marshall had recently been involved in a car accident and whilst uninjured, she was shaken and not able to attend the meeting.

	2/09
	MINUTES


RESOLVED –

That the Minutes of the meeting held on 25 November 2008, having been printed and circulated, be taken as read and be confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record, subject to the word “retain” in Minute No 123/08 being replaced by the words “propose the retention of”.
	3/09
	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME


No notifications of public questions or of the intention to make a statement had been received.

	4/09
	EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC


RESOLVED –

That the public be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of those items of business listed in column 1 of the following table on the grounds that each involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the paragraph of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972 specified in column 2:

	Item No on the agenda
	Paragraph No

	15
	3 and 5

	16
	2 and 3


	5/09
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies for absence were received from Messrs Armitage, Bird and Fenten and Mrs Marshall. 
	6/09
	DECLARATIONS OF LOBBYING


In response to a member’s question, the Solicitor read out the definition of ‘lobbying’ as contained in the Authority’s ‘Planning Code of Good Practice’.

Members made the following declarations of lobbying that had occurred too late to be notified in the appropriate way:

	Member
	Agenda item on which lobbied

	J Blackie 
	Item Nos 6 and 16

	Messrs Brown, Butcher, Lis and Weston
	Item No 6


	7/09
	PLANNING COMMITTEE PUBLIC QUESTIONS


J Blackie declared a personal non-prejudicial interest in the item having visited bed and breakfast establishments in the Dales and being the owner of a holiday cottage rental business.

WH Brown declared a personal non-prejudicial interest in the item as the owner of a site of occasional caravan rallies.

CONSIDERED – the report of the Strategic Planning Officer, together with correspondence to David Butterworth in the form of a copy of a letter dated 29 December 2008 from Tom Knowles and an email from Shelagh Marshall dated 29 January 2009.

A member commented that the issues raised by the questions from the Association of Rural Communities went to the heart of the Authority’s policies of supporting local communities.  He stated that the availability of sites for camping and touring caravans were essential if young visitors were to be encouraged to visit and continue visiting the Park.
The Strategic Planning Officer accepted that the Authority had a policy gap in respect of protection against the loss of visitor facilities and drew a comparison with the Authority’s policies in respect of the loss of employment sites and community facilities and the recent closures of Youth Hostel facilities.  He suggested that the way forward would be to work with tourism agencies and analyse visitor trends to ensure that appropriate policies were developed.
Concern was also expressed about the legislative definition of static caravans.  It was suggested that with support from the Association of National Park Authorities and the English National Park Authorities Association pressure could be brought on government to review the relevant legislation.

In response to members’ concern, the Strategic Planning Officer stated that any change in local plan policy would probably be at least two years away.

RESOLVED –
That:
(a)
the Association of Rural Communities be thanked for raising the issues with the Authority;

(b)
until such time as the Authority replaces existing local plan policies, all applications in relation to caravan and camping sites be brought to the Planning Committee for consideration and not dealt with under delegated powers;

(c)
the Association of National Park Authorities and the English National Park Authorities Association be requested to lobby for the revision of legislation in respect of the definition of static caravans;

(d)
as a matter of urgency, consideration be given to the adoption on an interim basis of a policy based on sound research to ensure that there is a balanced range of accommodation provision with the National Park;

(e)
the Head of Planning bring the issues raised by members to the attention of Planning Officers.
	The meeting went into private session to consider Item No 16 [Future Development at the Dales Countryside Museum] - a public summary of the decision is recorded at the end of these minutes.



	8/09
	CHAIRMAN’S REPORT


CONSIDERED – the report of the Chairman, who added that a new Secretary of State member had been chosen, but the appointment had to be confirmed by the Minister before an announcement could be made.
RESOLVED –
That the report be noted.

	9/09
	MEMBER CHAMPION FEEDBACK


The Member Champion for Forward Planning (Mrs Peacock) stated that the Authority was in the process of calling for possible housing development sites for consideration as part of the Local Development Framework process.  Public meetings were being held and it was intended to hold an additional meeting in Kettlewell on 19 February.  A member commented that there was some confusion amongst parish councils about what was to be discussed at these meetings and it was hoped that with further publicity this could be clarified.

The Member Champion for Recreation Management drew members’ attention, in the budget report, to the Pennine Bridleway project.  He stated that work was progressing well with completion of the project anticipated in 2011.
RESOLVED –

That the report be noted.

	10/09
	CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT


CONSIDERED – the report of the Chief Executive, together with an update, circulated at the meeting, on ‘LEADER’ following the meeting of the Management Group on 14 January.

In response to members’ questions the Chief Executive stated that:
· his meeting with English Heritage (EH) had been the annual meeting with the Regional Director (Maddy Jago) which had included discussions on the recent planning case at Neddy House, Grinton.  He stated that Ms Jago was adamant, despite criticism from members, that EH had dealt with the application properly.  He suggested that any debates on matters of principle should be between officers and should be able to be addressed before applications such as this were brought to members;
· his meeting with Yorkshire Forward had included discussions on regional economics and likely revisions to funding arrangements that may impact on the Authority.  He added that he was hopeful that additional funding might be made available to the Sustainable Development Fund;
· the link with Leeds Metropolitan University could involve a number of issues of mutual interest, including governance, planning and outreach.  He stated that he would prepare a more detailed briefing note for the Members’ Information Bulletin on the issue being discussed.
A member proposed that half of the Authority’s meetings (three per annum) should be held away from the Yoredale base in Bainbridge.  This proposal was voted on and defeated.
A member referred to the training programme and stated that as applications at Planning Committee meetings often related to listed buildings, it might be helpful if some training on listed buildings could be provided for members, possibly as part of the annual planning training.
In response to a member’s question it was confirmed that progress with the Leader programme would be reported in due course through the Members’ Information Bulletin.
RESOLVED –

That:

(a)
the report together with the LEADER update and further comments of members and officers be noted;
(b)
future meetings of the Authority continue to be held at Yoredale;

(c)
consideration be given to the inclusion, within the 2009/10 member training programme, of training on listed buildings.

	11/09
	PROPOSED BUDGET 2009/10


CONSIDERED – the joint report of the Senior Finance Officer and the Head of Finance and Resources.
In response to a member’s question, the Chief Executive stated that the Authority’s grant settlement was known for the next two years, but not beyond then.

RESOLVED –

That the 2009/10 budget as summarised in Appendix 1 of the Annex to the joint report, as recommended by the Finance and Resources Committee on 5 December 2008, be approved.

	12/09
	THE HOUSING CHALLENGE, THE YORKSHIRE AND HUMBER PLAN 2009 UPDATE, SPATIAL OPTIONS


CONSIDERED – the report of the Strategic Planning Officer.
RESOLVED –

That with regard to the Yorkshire and Humber Assembly’s review of regional housing provision, the report of the Strategic Planning Officer be noted and

(a)
no specific response be made in support of any particular housing growth target for the region;

(b)
a reply be sent in support of the conclusion that there are no significant opportunities for additional growth in the remote rural sub-area, for the reasons of peripherality, national environmental protection and lack of infrastructure capacity already cited in the Assembly paper; and

(c)
the attention of the Assembly be drawn to the map and textural inaccuracies, particularly with regard to the area of Cumbria that lies within the Yorkshire and Humber Planning region.

	13/09
	MEMBER FEEDBACK


None.
	14/09
	AUDIT AND REVIEW COMMITTEE


CONSIDERED – the draft minutes of the meeting of the Audit and Review Committee held on 7 November 2008.

RESOLVED –

That the draft minutes of the meeting of the Audit and Review Committee held on 7 November 2008 be received.


	15/09
	PLANNING COMMITTEE


CONSIDERED – the minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 11 November and 9 December 2008.

RESOLVED –

That the minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 11 November and 9 December 2008 be received, subject to it being noted that the Chairman of the Authority had declared a personal non-prejudicial interest in respect of the planning application at Sedbergh Auction Mart as a member of Sedbergh Parish Council.

	16/09
	STANDARDS COMMITTEE


CONSIDERED – the draft minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 13 November 2008.

RESOLVED –

That the draft minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 13 November 2008 be received.

	17/09
	FINANCE AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE


CONSIDERED – the draft minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Resources Committee held on 5 December 2008.

RESOLVED –

That the draft minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Resources Committee held on 5 December 2008 be received.


	18/09
	TRADEMARKING OF THE AUTHORITY’S LOGO


JK Roberts declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the item as Vice President of Wharfedale RUFC and left the meeting during the consideration of the item.

A Colley declared a personal non-prejudicial interest in the item as member of Wharfedale RUFC.

SHK Butcher declared a personal non-prejudicial interest in the item as former playing member of Wharfedale RUFC.

CONSIDERED – the joint report of the Solicitor/Monitoring Officer and the Head of External Affairs.

RESOLVED –

That:

(a)
organisations which can establish that they were using the "Ram's Head" logo prior to it being trademarked by the Authority be permitted to continue using it on the basis of a formal licence, with no fee; any future requests to use the logo to be considered individually in the light of their own circumstances; 
(b)
use of the logo should be subject to a condition that it must not be brought into disrepute; officers to report back to members any cases which cause concern in this regard; and
(c)
the wider issues of branding and corporate identity be referred to a Policy Development Forum for discussion.
	The remainder of business was considered in private – the following is a ‘public summary’ of those considerations


	19/09
	FUTURE DEVELOPMENT AT THE DALES COUNTRYSIDE MUSEUM


J Blackie and Mrs Y Peacock each declared a personal and prejudicial interest in this item as proprietors of cafés/tea rooms.  Both members left the meeting during the consideration of the item, although Mr Blackie took the opportunity to address the meeting before leaving.  

Messrs Macaré and Harrison-Topham each declared a personal non-prejudicial interest in the item as members of North Yorkshire County Council.

Mr Blackie spoke in support of the proposals.  He hoped that the local community would be fully consulted on any proposals, particularly in respect of any proposals to open a café, which he suggested should be operated by catering professionals, not the Authority’s Museum staff.  He believed that, as had happened when the Dales Creamery had developed its Visitor Centre, the proposed developments at the Museum site would be to the overall benefit of the tourism industry within the area.

CONSIDERED – the joint report of the Chief Executive and the Head of External Affairs which informed members of developments at the Dales Countryside Museum.  A number of issues were dealt with in the report, including:
· redevelopment of the galleries and interpretation

· a proposal to establish a café

· a future proposal to carry out building insulation work and possibly to install a more sustainable form of heating

· funding by North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC) of the collection held at the Museum

· ownership of the collection held at the Museum

Members were supportive of the various proposals and in considering the report, raised a number of issues including:

· noting the comments of the Chief Executive that the proposals would only proceed if external funding was available;

· some concern was expressed by a member who questioned the general viability of the museum and wished it could ‘merge’ with other facilities such as those at Pateley Bridge or Bowes.  He feared that irrespective of the intention of only proceeding if external funding was available, there would inevitably be some call on Authority funding;
· commenting that public perception of a visitor facility such as the museum included the expectation of the availability of refreshments on site, although accepting that the scale of any such element should not be over-ambitious;
· endorsing the need to be sensitive to the views of the local business community to ensure their support for the proposals;
· accepting that any café development should, ideally, be operated by catering professionals.

Members RESOLVED (the full resolution is in the private minutes of the meeting)
That:

(a)
the reports of the catering consultant and architect be noted, with members’ endorsement of the proposed redevelopment of the galleries, external aspects of the site and provision of a café;
(b)
officers be authorised to develop detailed plans for the proposed redevelopments and to approach potential funders and stakeholders with these plans;

(c)
agreement should be sought with North Yorkshire County Council in relation to the ownership of the collection at the Museum and funding for the display of it.
	20/09
	HIGH COURT PROCEEDINGS IN RELATION TO EIGHT TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS


TRN Harrison-Topham declared a personal non-prejudicial interest in this item as the owner of 150 yards of green lane.

CONSIDERED – the report of the Solicitor which advised members of the current situation regarding Court Proceedings issued against the Authority in respect of eight Traffic Regulation Orders and which sought members’ views on a proposed offer of settlement.

Members, in noting the report, considered that no concession should be made that the Authority’s procedures were flawed, and that any negotiated settlement of the proceedings be based on, as a starting point, each party paying its own costs.  

RESOLVED –
That the current situation regarding Court Proceedings issued against the Authority in respect of eight Traffic Regulation Orders be noted and officers be authorised to negotiate a settlement of proceedings on the basis that no concession should be made that the Authority’s procedures were flawed, and that any negotiated settlement of the proceedings be based on, as a starting point, each party paying its own costs.
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