Item No. 8
Yorkshire Dales Access Forum – 19 May 2009
Report Back from Yorkshire Dales Advisory Groups 
Advisory Group Meetings
At the May 2007 meeting of the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum, a paper was presented on the establishment of advisory groups to look at individual recreational activities.  The remit of these groups is to:

· exchange information, and provide a formal mechanism for communication and raising issues of concern amongst users, the YDAF, and other interests;

· advise on the management of specific matters.

The following arrangements have been made for the meetings of the groups:

Access on Foot Advisory Group 

The last meeting of the Access on Foot Advisory Group was on 4 March 2009.  The draft minutes of this meeting are attached in Annex 1.  The next meeting will be on 23 September 2009.
Access for All Advisory Group 

The last meeting of the Access for All Advisory Group was on 19 May 2009.  The minutes of this meeting will be presented to the YDAF on 22 September 2009.
Bridleways and Restricted Byways Advisory Group

The last meeting of the Bridleways and Restricted Byways Advisory Group was on 12 May 2009.  The draft minutes of this meeting will be circulated at the meeting..
Air Sports Advisory Group

The next meeting of the Air Sports Advisory Group has yet to be confirmed.
Water Sports Advisory Group

The next of the Water Sports Advisory Group will be on meeting be on 16 June 2009.
Cave and Crag Access Advisory Group

The next meeting of the Cave and Crag Access Advisory Group will be on 23 October 2009.
Yorkshire Dales Green Lanes Advisory Group

The next meeting of the Yorkshire Dales Green Lanes Advisory Group will be in May 2009.  The minutes of this meeting will be presented to the YDAF on 22 September 2009.
Rachel Briggs

April 2009
Unapproved Minutes of Meeting of

Access on Foot Advisory Group

Held on Wednesday 4 March 2009 

Yoredale, Bainbridge
Present: 
Brian Jones (BJ)


Ramblers Association

Mike Shearing (MS)


Ramblers Association

John Brock (JB)


Ramblers Association 

Ernie Robins (ER)


Ramblers Association

Keith Wadd (KW)


Ramblers Association

David Gibson (DG)


Ramblers Association

Malcolm Petyt (MP)


Ramblers Association

Howard Medlock (HM)

Ramblers Association

Mick Kenyon (MK)


Yorkshire Dales Access Forum

YDNPA Officers present: 
Alan Hulme (AH)


Ranger Service Manager

Rachel Briggs (RB)


Access Development Officer

Steve Hastie (SH)


Area Ranger, Ribblesdale

Phil Richards (PR)


Area Ranger, Lower Wharfedale

2.
Welcome and apologies
AH welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked everyone to introduce themselves.

Apologies were received from, Peter Bradfield (PB), David Bartlett (DB), John Sparshatt (JS), Sue Emmerson (SE), Bernard Ellis (BE) and Ken Miller (KM).

1. Election of a Chair

Since no one agreed to become Chair of the group, DG volunteered to chair the meeting but asked that the election of a Chair be on the agenda for the next meeting.

BJ asked if a message of thanks could be sent to Michael Bartholomew who has decided to stand down from the group.

AH to send a message of thanks to Michael Bartholomew for his contribution to the Access on Foot Advisory Group.

3. Approval of notes of the last meeting

Matters arising from the notes

AH told members he had spoken to NYCC with regards to signage.  They are currently putting together a draft signage strategy for North Yorkshire which will be discussed at a meeting of the three North Yorkshire Local Access Forums later on in March.  DG said that, as a member of the North Yorkshire LAF, he had seen the strategy and confirmed that it would be for the whole of North Yorkshire.  He wondered if the National Parks would adopt it.  BJ thought it more sensible to look at what Natural England is doing to ensure that there is consistency.  ER added that DEFRA will be carrying out a review of their signage strategy over the next few years.

KW asked if anything had been done about a route from Penhill to Hazely, as discussed at the last meeting.  He added that this is a very popular route and is currently blocked which is causing damage.  AH said he would speak to Nigel Metcalfe, Area Ranger for Lower Wharfedale, and let members know the outcome.

AH to speak to Nigel Metcalfe about a possible route from Penhill to Hazely.
DG asked if there was any update on the TRO’s.  MP said that a private paper had been taken to the National Park Authority but that he wasn’t able to discuss the content.

AH informed members that there were some changes in the Ranger Service and that a new ranger area map would be circulated once everyone was in post.

RB to circulate a new ranger area map.
4. Open Access

Counter Information

AH circulated some figures to members indicating that when routes on open access are promoted then more people use them.  This was proved by the installation of a people counter on a route in Upper Wharfedale.  AH was asked if the ranger service is planning on promoting any more routes this year.  AH said that he has asked each ranger area to look at two routes to be promoted on the website.

Infrastructure Survey

DG explained to members that a presentation had been given to the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum on the open access infrastructure survey that has been carried out by the Dales Volunteers.  AH added that the information will be provided as a downloadable layer on the website and will show existing gates (locked and open) and stiles.  

BJ said that Harvey Maps has done a map of the Forest of Bowland area with infrastructure on it and this has been done by aerial photography.  SH said that the problem with Harvey Maps is that they can’t show open access land as Ordnance Survey owns the copyright.  

AH to bring more information about the open access infrastructure survey to the next meeting.

General

AH told members about a new group that is ‘bagging’ all the high points in the Yorkshire Dales.  This has raised some issues in some areas but also shows a growing demand for open access land.  BJ added that some of the high points are on private land and that this should be stressed to this group.

BJ asked if it would be possible to have a report on patterns of restrictions on open access land.  AH said that an annual report is published and that this would be going to the Access Committee in the near future.

AH to provide members with a copy of the open access annual report when produced.
5. PROW General Reports

RB and PR informed members of a potential project that was currently being worked up for Grimwith Reservoir.  The project would increase access round the reservoir for people with limited mobilities and would also involve some work to protect the populations of wading birds on the site.  Officers are looking at potential funding streams including money from the Aggregates Levy.  RB said she would let members know the outcome at a future meeting.

AH gave an update on the ease of use best value performance indicator 178.  This national performance indicator (BVPI) measures the percentage PROW that are ‘easy to use’ and has recently been dropped by the government.  However, most highways authorities are continuing with the survey.  The current BVPI fails a route where it leave the definitive line.  All National Park Authorities have decided to measure two slightly different figures:

· Ease of Use A – Follows the definitive line of the PROW.

· Ease of Use B – PROW is easy to use and meets the conditions of the survey.  However, the route might not follow the definitive line.

BJ asked how the public can find out about permissive routes as he recently had an issue trying to find out information on a route at Holme Farm, Sedbergh.  ER suggested looking at the routes that are listed on the DEFRA website that are funded through countryside stewardship (http://cwr.naturalengland.org.uk/).  AH said he would look into this.

AH to look at how information about permissive routes is passed on to members of the public.
6. Pennine Way Update

AH informed members that a new Pennine Way Ranger had been employed.  Colin Chick has been taken on to replace Peter Lambert who has now become the Pennine Bridleway Project Officer.  

KW asked if there was any information available on the use of the Pennine Way as it seems it is used less than it used to be.  AH thought that more people will do smaller sections as day walks and that not many people do the full long distance trail.

MK asked why there would be less people using the Pennine Way and wondered if it was because it was becoming too sanitised and less of a challenge.  AH said there would be other factors, such as cost and lack of accommodation.  

AH to supply information on the use of the Pennine Way.
Pennine Bridleway Update
MP gave an update on the Pennine Bridleway.  Depending on definitive map modification orders, there are two sections scheduled to be opened over the next year:

· Arten Gill – Newby Head.

· Garsdale Head – the Coal Road – the Moorcock pub.

HM asked what was happening with the Selside section.  MP said that they were awaiting planning permission (nb planning permission was granted at planning committee 14/4/09).  

Three Peaks Project Update

SH gave an update on the Three Peaks Project.

A new Project Ranger has been appointed for the first year of the project.  The project will start with a community led event in May followed by a Forum launch later in the year.  SH has been contacting Three Peaks event organisers to see if they would like to contribute a proportion of their fees to the maintenance of the PROW.  The take up looks positive.

BJ said that the project looks good and offered the support and assistance of the Ramblers Association if required.  

7. Work Programme 2009/10

Ah circulated a copy of the infrastructure survey report as of 3/3/09.  This shows an improvement in the standard of infrastructure when compared to last year.

KW asked whether the resources assigned to public rights of way is sufficient to ensure the network doesn’t deteriorate.  AH said that the funding was at a suitable level although you could always have more and that PRoW remained a top priority work programme for the National Park Authority.    DG asked whether the £50k given to the YDNPA by NYCC to look after the PROW would be repeated this year.  AH said that this was expected and would be incorporated into the budget given for PROW works for 2009/10.  

AH informed members that the draft corporate plan has been circulated to officers detailing specific projects for the coming year.  This can be made available to members on request.

8. Member round up

DG – as part of the Bridleway and Restricted Byways Advisory Group, DG attended a meeting in Nidderdale to look at cross boundary issues concerning bridleways and restricted byways.  

MP – will be attending the North Yorkshire Local Access Forum event on 19 March.

9.
Any Other Business
AH reminded members of the group that the terms of reference state that:

The purpose of the Access on Foot Advisory Group is:

To provide a forum for suggestions to be presented to and received from the Authority, on the practical management of public rights of way and ‘open access’ within the Yorkshire Dales National Park.

AH said that, the meeting provided a forum for suggestions to improve and enhance the access opportunities from representatives of groups and interested individuals. He added that ‘it is important that the group continually review it’s role and to make sure it is achieving the purpose’. Currently the amount of YDNPA officer staff time servicing the group is quite high and we need to constantly review inputs in relation to outputs.  AH then asked if members are finding the meetings valuable.  Members all agreed that the meetings are very useful and that it is a good way to pass on valuable messages.  

BJ suggested an item for a future agenda could be the rights of way improvement plan and how the actions have been incorporated into the work programme for the YDNPA.

RB to include the ROWIP as a future agenda item.

MK thought that the meeting could have a wider brief to include others who have an interest in access on foot e.g. orienteering groups.  DG asked for any contacts that MK might have to be passed on the RB.

MK to pass contact details of any other users to RB.

The next meeting will be held on 17 September 2009.  The meeting will start at 1.30pm with a pre meeting of the Ramblers Association at 12.30pm.  The meeting will be held at the YDNPA office in Bainbridge. 
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