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Purpose of report

1.
To update Members on the progress that the Authority is making in relation to meeting its commitment to managing Health and Safety. 

Strategic Planning Framework

2.
The information contained in this report is consistent with the Authority’s statutory purposes and it’s approved strategic planning framework:
Corporate Plan

“Plan and manage all aspects of the Authority’s business so as to make the most effective use of our resources”
Background

3.
The work described in this report is directed by the internal Health and Safety Group, which meets quarterly.  The purpose of the Group is to:

· Keep the Finance & Resources Committee abreast of recent Health & Safety developments and issues in relation to the Authority’s activities.

· Review, develop and advise the Authority on Health & Safety matters, including procedures and processes.

· Monitor and analyse Health & Safety performance information.

· Assist in the development of working practices.

· Consider and recommend relevant Health & Safety training and development activities.

· Promote good Health, Safety and Welfare working practices.
Work Areas 

4.
Over the last year, the Group has been involved in updating the Health & Safety  Handbook, Risk Assessments for workstations and offices/premises, Fire Safety and training relating to the Corporate Manslaughter Act. The group agrees an action plan in April each year so that all members are familiar with the work areas to be addressed during the coming year.

Training

5.
The budget for Health and Safety training in 2008/09 was £4000.  During the year, training has continued for existing and new staff, through the following courses: 
· First Aid at Work Certificate (4 day complete; 2 day refresher or 1 day introductory)

· Hillcraft Training (mainly for Planning and Conservation & Policy staff)

· Fire Safety/Fire Warden

· 4 x 4 Driver Training

· Conflict Management 
· Manual Handling

· Risk Assessment Training 
· MIDAS (minibus driving)

Accidents and Near-Misses

6.
The Appendix summarises the Accident and Near-Miss Record for the year ended 31 March 2009.

RECOMMENDATION
7.
Members are asked to note this report.

Christine Pratt
Senior Administrative Officer

23 April 2009
APPENDIX

YEARLY ACCIDENT AND NEAR-MISS REPORT

1 April 2008 – 31 March 2009 

	L

Location
	Accident/ Near Miss
	Brief details
	Staff/

Visitor
	Injury
	Action

	Settle Town Hall-Kitchen
	Accident
	Reached up to cupboard putting cups away, which resulted in stabbing back pain.
	Staff
	Pulled muscles in back
	Took painkillers

	Hawes Car Park
	Accident
	Fell in small pothole in pavement.
	Staff
	Bumped head, causing swelling and bleeding.
	Taken to Doctors

	Attermire
	Accident
	Caught finger between stones.
	Dales

Volunteer
	Broken finger
	Went to

hospital

	Yoredale
	Accident
	Fell on the stairs
	Staff
	Bruised knee & foot
	None

	Janet’s Foss
	Near miss
	Fell on rocky steps
	Visitor
	Bruised shin & arm
	None

	Reeth
	Accident
	Loading tyres onto back of van
	Staff
	Strained back
	None

	Colvend
	Accident
	Picking up laptop, pain in lower back.
	Staff
	Severe pain in lower back
	Took painkillers

	Aysgarth
	Accident
	Slipped on rocks in river.  Carried back into centre.
	Visitor 
	Landed hard on side of back.
	Warmth and water



	Aysgarth

Car Park
	Accident
	Stung by bumble bee twice
	Visitor
	Swollen
	Cold water and ice pack

	Aysgarth

Car park
	Accident
	Caught foot in gents toilets (door)
	Visitor
	Blood coming from right foot.
	Applied bandage.  Went to Doctors.

	Yoredale
	Accident
	Trapped finger in file folder
	Staff
	Cut thumb on metal section of folder
	Cold water and plaster

	Hudswell Wood
	Accident
	Volunteer struck with quad bike.
	Volunteer


	Bike knocked volunteer to ground.
	Airlifted to hospital. Reported to RIDDOR

	Hudswell

Wood
	Accident
	As above
	Staff
	A little shaken/shock
	Cup of tea

	Hudswell Wood
	Near Miss
	Quad bike lunged forward and caught leg.
	Staff
	Bruising and sprained wrist.
	None

	DCM retail shop
	Accident
	Little girl tripped and hit her head on a table.
	Visitor
	Cut head
	Bandaged head. Held pad on head until stopped bleeding.

	DCM

Platform
	Near Miss
	Slipped on Scaffolding whilst painting train.
	Volunteer


	Bruising to chest or fractured rib.
	Advice from GP.  Reported to RIDDOR –Visit from Inspector 14/11/08.  No further action.  
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