	YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY

FINANCE AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE


	ITEM  2

	Minutes of the meeting held at Yoredale, Bainbridge on Friday, 6 February 2009.



	Present:

R Alderson, RA Bird, J Blackie, Mrs A Brooks (in the Chair), A Colley, G Dalton, TRN Harrison-Topham, C Lis, Mrs D Millward and W Weston.




	COPIES OF ALL DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED ARE IN THE MINUTE BOOK


	1/09
	PUBLIC MINUTES


RESOLVED –

That the minutes of the meeting held on 5 December 2008, having been printed and circulated, be taken as read and be confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
	2/09
	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME


No notifications of public questions or of the intention to make a statement had been received.
	3/09
	EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC


RESOLVED -
That pursuant to Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of Item Nos 12 and 13 on the agenda on the grounds that they each involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.
	4/09
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


None.  
	5/09
	DECLARATIONS OF LOBBYING


No declarations of lobbying were made at the meeting.
	6/09
	FINANCIAL PROGRESS REPORT: 3RD QUARTER TO 31 DECEMBER 2008


CONSIDERED – the report of the Senior Finance Officer.
In noting that a report will be brought to the May meeting of the Committee on the possible impact of the economic downturn on the Authority’s budgeted income, a member suggested that partnership income should also be included in that analysis.
RESOLVED –

That:

(a)
the contents of the report on budget progress be noted; and
(b)
the carry-forwards totalling £220,000 identified in paragraph 14 of the Senior Finance Officer’s report be approved.

	7/09
	UPDATE ON REFURBISHMENT OF PUBLIC TOILETS


CONSIDERED – the report of the Project and Estates Officer.

The Head of Finance and Resources informed members that the revised proposal involving septic tank(s) had now been confirmed as feasible although, as stated in the report, it would not be in operation by Easter 2009.
RESOLVED -
That the report and further comments be noted.

	8/09
	YOREDALE ACCESS ROAD


CONSIDERED – the report of the Project and Estates Officer.

Whilst some concern was raised about the adequacy of signage of Yoredale from the local road network, it was accepted that the current arrangements had been reached after detailed discussions with the Highway Authority and were unlikely to be improved.

It was hoped that the amount of white lining would be minimised in the final scheme.
RESOLVED – 

That the report be noted. 
	9/09
	POLICY UPDATE – FLEXIBLE WORKING AND ADOPTION


CONSIDERED – the report of the Personnel Manager.
RESOLVED – 

That the changes to the Authority’s Flexible Working and Adoption Policies as set out in the Personnel Manager’s report be approved.
	10/09
	STAFFING MATTERS


CONSIDERED – the report of the Senior Administrative Officer.

RESOLVED – 

That the report be noted.

	11/09
	SICKNESS ABSENCE


CONSIDERED – the report of the Senior Administrative Officer.

Whilst members commented on the Authority’s consistently low sickness absence figures, particularly in comparison with other Authorities, the Chief Executive pointed out that the quarterly sickness levels for the last quarter were the worst for the Authority since April 2001.

RESOLVED – 

That the report be noted.

	The remainder of business was considered in private


PUBLIC SUMMARY OF BUSINESS CONSIDERED IN PRIVATE

	12/09
	CASTLE BOLTON CAR PARK


TRN Harrison-Topham declared a personal non-prejudicial interest in the item being acquainted with the landowner. 

CONSIDERED – the report of the Project and Estates Officer, which sought authority for officers to complete the disposal of the Authority’s car park at Castle Bolton, Wensleydale which, in February 2007 had been identified as having no commercial value to the Authority.
RESOLVED –

That officers be authorised to seek to achieve the surrender of the lease of Castle Bolton Car Park, on the basis of a transfer of the site in its current state (which includes a toilet block), but that if the surrender will involve costs other than those associated with transacting the surrender (for example, the restitution of the site to its original condition), the matter be referred back to the Committee.

	13/09
	REPLACEMENT WIDE AREA NETWORK PROCUREMENT


TRN Harrison-Topham declared a personal non-prejudicial interest in the item as a member of North Yorkshire County Council.

CONSIDERED – the report of the Senior Information Technology Officer which provided members with an update on progress of the replacement Wide Area Network procurement project.

RESOLVED –

That the decision to award the contract for the replacement Wide Area Network to Nynet, subject to satisfactory agreement on contract conditions and the key stages and actions in the procurement process, be noted.
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