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Purpose of the report

1. To update Members on the progress that the Authority is making in managing Health and Safety across its operations

Strategic Planning Framework

2.
The information and recommendation(s) contained in this report are consistent with the Authority’s statutory purposes and its approved strategic planning framework:

Corporate Plan

“Plan and manage all aspects of the Authority’s business so as to make the most effective use of our resources”

Background
3.
The work described in this report is directed by the internal Health and Safety Group, which meets at regular interval during the year.  The purpose of the Group is to:

· Keep the Finance & Resources Committee abreast of recent Health & Safety developments and issues in relation to the Authority’s activities.

· Review, develop and advise the Authority on Health & Safety matters, including procedures and processes.

· Monitor and analyse Health & Safety performance information.

· Assist in the development of working practices.

· Consider and recommend relevant Health & Safety training and development activities.

· Promote good Health, Safety and Welfare working practices.

Training

4. The following training courses are held throughout the year, aimed at raising and reaffirming Health and Safety awareness.

· First Aid Appointed Person - This training course was held in May 2008 and seven members of staff attended.  The course provides a basic introduction to first aid and is useful for staff whose work takes them out of the office environment.
· First Aid at Work (2 or 4 days) - This course provides a recognised Health and Safety approved qualification.   The Certificate is obtained by attending four days training, with a two day refresher course every three years. Eight staff successfully completed the refresher course to maintain their certificates.  One person will be attending a full four day course in January 2009.
· Fire Safety/Fire Warden Training - A Fire Awareness and Fire Warden course was held in July 2008 to advise and educate staff on fire safety.  A small number of staff undertook an additional half day course for Fire Warden training to meet the legal requirement under the Fire Safety Regulations.  Fire Wardens are required to be able to:
· Identify and address typical fire safety concerns in the workplace;
· Identify and address typical issues about people’s attitudes to workplace fire safety e.g. their response to alarms;
· Identify and address typical shortcomings in people’s performance relating to workplace fire safety e.g. the reporting of defects or concerns.
· MIDAS Training - Three staff identified the need for refresher training on this minibus awareness driving course which covers the skills required for safely transporting staff and visitors.  A refresher is required every three years.
· Hillcraft Training - This course provides compass, map and orienteering skills for staff working out of the office environment.  Twenty staff from the Planning and Conservation and Policy departments  will have attended this course by December 2008.  
· 4x4 Off Road Driving - Two staff are attending this course, which is a requirement of their job within the Ranger Service.  
Corporate Manslaughter

5.
Potential areas of risk have been identified and presented to the Senior Management Team.  Any actions identified have been passed to the Health and Safety Group to co-ordinate and the Group will also review the risk document on a yearly basis.

Accidents and Near Misses

6.
The attached Appendix summarises the Accident and Near Miss Record for the six month period from 1 March 2008 to 30 September 2008.

RECOMMENDATION

7.
That Members are asked to note this report.

Christine Pratt 

Senior Administrative Officer

20 November 2008

Background documents:  
None
Appendix
SIX MONTHLY ACCIDENT AND NEAR MISS REPORT

1 April 2008 – 30 September 2008

	Location
	Accident/ Near Miss
	Brief details
	Staff/

Visitor
	Injury
	Action

	Settle Town Hall (kitchen)
	Accident
	Reached up to cupboard whilst putting cups away, which resulted in back pain.
	Staff
	Pulled muscles in back
	Pain killer tablets 

taken.

	Hawes Car Park
	Accident
	Fell in small pothole in pavement.
	Staff
	Bumped head, causing swelling and bleeding.
	Taken to Doctors

	Attermire
	Accident
	Caught finger between two stones.
	Dales

Vol.
	Broken finger
	Went to

hospital

	Yoredale
	Accident
	Fell on the stairs
	Staff
	Bruised knee and foot
	None

	Janet’s Foss
	Near miss
	Fell on rocky steps
	Visitor
	Bruised shin & arm
	None

	Reeth
	Accident
	Loading tyres onto back of van
	Staff
	Strained back
	None

	Colvend
	Accident
	Picking up laptop, felt pain in lower back.
	Staff
	Severe pain in lower back
	Took painkillers

	Aysgarth
	Accident
	Slipped on rocks in river.

Carried back into centre.
	Visitor
	Landed hard on side of back.
	Warmth and drink of water



	Aysgarth

Car Park
	Accident
	Stung by bumble bee twice
	Visitor
	Swollen
	Cold water and ice pack

	Aysgarth

Car park
	Accident
	Caught foot in gents toilets.
	Visitor
	Bleeding from right foot.
	Applied bandage.  Went to Doctors.
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