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ACTIVITIES
Attendance at meetings:

Transforming Outdoor Yorkshire meeting
Cumbria Countryside Access Partnership meetings
Meeting with BRB residual to discuss work to Lune Valley Disused Railway

Yorkshire Dales Access Forum
3 Peaks International Fell Race Reception
Green Lanes Advisory Group

Rosie Winterton, Minister for Transport

Yorkshire Dales Access Forum

Natural England, transport issues

North Yorkshire County Council Countryside Strategy workshop

Natural England Open Access Case Officers meeting

NYCC PRoW Joint Working Group

ISSUES FOR MEMBERS TO NOTE
GoDales
1. Since the last Access Committee meeting Sport England have now confirmed £87k funding over three years for the GoDales! project.  This brings the project to a total of £210k revenue funding (with the year of adventure which provides information about activities and clubs) plus in kind contributions valued at £70k.  

2. This is an exciting new Outdoor Activity Initiative for young people (8 to 25 years) living in and around the Yorkshire Dales National Park with particular emphasis on targeting hard-to-reach groups who are currently inactive or do very little recreational activity.  The project will be employing a project officer to develop and organise an outdoor activities programme in partnership with community groups, volunteers, national governing bodies, outdoor centres and local clubs and facilities.  We will also be looking at new ways to promote activities, that appeal to young people.
Year of adventures microsite
3. The ‘year of adventure’ a microsite, of www.yorkshire.com  has now been completed.  This is a partnership between the Authority and Yorkshire Tourist Board with support from North Yorkshire County Council, North York Moors NPA, Craven District Council, North Yorkshire Sport and North Yorkshire Partnership Unit.  It features 52 inspiring outdoor activities in North Yorkshire – one for each week of the year.  Many of the activities are in the Yorkshire Dales, and promotes a range of activities that should cater for most abilities.  Further information is also provided about individual sporting activities, and clubs under the themes:
· On foot

· On wheels

· Airsports

· Rocksports

· Horseriding 

· Easy Access (access for all)

4. The URL for the microsite is www.outdooryorkshire.com/ or it can be accessed through YTB’s main site  http://www.yorkshire.com/cps/rde/xchg/ytb/hs.xsl/outdoor-yorkshire-year-of-adventure.htm click on the week calendar to see all 52 adventures, or go to the interactive map.

5. Significantly the microsite is only three down on a google search of 'year of adventure' after the Lakes and this is without a launch or marketing (a marketing plan is currently being drawn up).  

Challenge to Traffic Regulation Orders

6. On 23rd May the Authority made  TROs on the 8 routes approved by Members at the Access committee meeting on 17th April. On 1st July High Court proceedings were issued by LARA (the Land and Access Recreation Association) and two private individuals seeking a court order that the TROs be quashed. The Authority has instructed Counsel to act on its behalf in contesting these proceedings
Yorkshire Dales Green Lanes Advisory Group
7. Notes of the last meeting are in the attached Appendix.
Natural England proposed mapping review of open access land

8. At its meeting in May, Natural England outlined the time frame in relation to its duty under sec 10. Countryside Rights of Way Act 2000 (1) and (2) to conduct a first review of land shown on the conclusive map. This needs to be completed at not more than ten years after the issue of the map. In the case of ‘open access’ land within the Yorkshire Dales National Park this would be by 2015.
Proposed time frame

2008/09
Options to be investigated into procedures for conducting review.

2009/10 
Test analysis of preferred option/s and recommend approach.

2011
Confirm new mapping review policy

2014/15
Conduct statutory review of mapped land

Performance Improvement Review – The Definitive Map
9.
Access Committee members will be aware of the difficulties that have been experienced in setting and achieving meaningful, understandable definitive map targets. At its meeting on 24 June the Audit and Review Committee of the Authority resolved that, in considering Performance Improvement Reviews for 2008/09, the ‘Definitive Map’ should be one of the areas for review. Dr Malcolm Petyt and Wilf Fenten were nominated to be the member representatives of the review team which will be established in the near future, reporting back to the A&R Committee in 2009. 
RECOMMENDATION

10.
Members are asked to note the report.
Jon Avison
Head of Park Management
July 2008
Background documents: 
none

Appendix
Yorkshire Dales Green Lanes Advisory Group Meeting

29 April 2008

The Victoria Centre, Settle

Notes of Meeting

Present:

Chair:

Dr Malcolm Petyt, YDNPA Recreation Management Member Champion

Members:

Jon Beavan (Businessman & LAF)

Michael Bartholomew (GLA& LAF)

Stuart Monk (NYTMAG)

Mark Dale (4x4 users)

Clare Robinson (Natural England)

Ben Heyes (Landowner representative & LAF)

Officers in attendance:

Jon Avison (YDNPA)

Mark Allum (YDNPA)

Kathryn Beardmore (YDNPA)

David Gibson (CCC)

Apologies:

Neil Hesletine (Farmer)

Doug Huzzard (NYCC)

1. Welcome and introductions

Clare Robinson was welcomed to her first meeting of the group.

Geoff Wilson has resigned from the LAF and therefore also from the Advisory Group.

Mark Sandamass sent his apologies and has decided to resign from the group as pressures of work are keeping him from attending.

2. Notes of previous meeting and matters arising

I. Noted that follow up work on West Cam road has yet to be completed and the temporary TRO on the Cam High Road is still in place.

II. Balance of the group.  Following the resignation of the two group members there is a need to recruit two new members.  It was noted that it is important to maintain the balance of interests within the group, and therefore it would be ideal to have someone representing motor vehicle users, and someone representing mountain biking or horse riding.
Action:  suggestions for possible members to Jon Avison.  All

III. Management options.  SM raised the issue of the management options available to the group as Access Committee had gone for full TROs where the GLAG had advised partial restrictions.  SM felt that as a result there were only two management options: full TRO or no TRO.

IV. Access Committee.  JA updated the group on the decisions reached by the Access Committee at their meetings in January and April 2008.

V. GLAG members asked for a report outlining their advice alongside what the Access Committee had agreed.  It was noted that whilst much discussion focussed on routes being considered for TROs, this was only part of the picture and Access Committee had taken the GLAG advice on most occasions.
Action: copy of advice and access committee decision to be circulated to the group KB

VI. Images in reports.  Some members had requested that additional images are included in the reports to show specific issues or points which are often missed in the 400m interval photos.  It was agreed that some additional photos may be justified but that it was important that this does not unbalance the representation of the route.

VII. Natural England would like to be consulted on routes that are adjacent to SSSIs as well as on routes that pass through them.
Action: MA
VIII. TRO signs.  JB asked about the signage that would be placed on the TRO routes.  MA had looked at this and confirmed that YDNPA can use 450mm diameter signs on one side of the carriageway only, and that these do not have to be mounted at a specific height.  This should allow the signs to be less visually intrusive.  JB also asked whether non-reflective material could be used.
Action: MA to investigate
3. Proposed byway sign

The proposed sign for use on byways had been circulated.  The final signs would be at A5 size and placed on byways without TROs within the National Park.  It was noted that there were no byways in the Cumbrian part of the Park and so the signs would only be used in North Yorkshire.  Consideration would be given to placing them at both ends of routes and where other footpaths/bridleways join.  The sign is intended both to inform other users of the possible presence of motor vehicles, and to indicate where motor vehicle users can go and act as a reminder of responsible use.

GLAG supported the signs but asked for careful consideration of the number of signs within the National Park.  SM would like to see such signage extended to include unsurfaced UCRs.

Action: MA to order signs and arrange placement on the ground and on the Authority website.

4. Route assessment report – Edge Lane

The evaluation report had been circulated and the following key points were highlighted:

· Unsurfaced unclassified county road;

· A65 audible on sections;

· Route surface is generally good although some damage noted due to forestry traffic;

· 260 motor vehicle movements per month on average, approximately 65% agricultural.  Balance of use shows walkers are around 75% of users;

· Some recreational motor vehicle use is local and some ‘playing around’ is occurring;

· Part of Pennine Bridleway with good connections.

Recommendation

The advice of the group was:

· Continue to monitor and maintain

· Consider encouraging users to stay on route by either signage or boulder placement

5. Route assessment report – Twisleton Lane

The evaluation report had been circulated and the following key points were highlighted:

· Adjacent to Whernside SSSI although no impact on the site noted;

· A range of natural and heritage features have been identified partly with the help of the parish council;

· Solid surface in the main with some rutting noted at the Kingsdale end;

· Level of use averages 17 per month, with around 60% agricultural;

· Balance of use is around 99% walkers because part of the route is also part of the Ingleton Waterfalls Walk;

· Potential issue of mixing motor vehicles with large numbers of walkers including children.

MB and SM circulated additional photographs showing ‘damage’ on the route.  The general view was that the photos illustrated the effect of agricultural use of the route.  SM also noted that a new gate has been placed giving access off the route into adjacent fields.

Through discussion it was also noted that residents appeared to be concerned about damage on the tarmac section and people parking around Twisleton Hall, rather than vehicular use.  It was also noted that an ice cream van parks on the unsurfaced section of the route.

JB noted that some caver access has probably been happening from Kingsdale to give access to a dive project site.  He also believes that the track shows seasonal differences.

Recommendation

The advice of the group (with one dissension) was:

· Continue to monitor use and condition of the route

6. Route assessment report – The Red Way

The evaluation report had been circulated and the following key points were highlighted:

· This is an unsurfaced unclassified county road situated in the National Park, but has no recorded status beyond the Park boundary;

· Passes through East Nidderdale Moors SSSI which is noted for its assemblage of rare bird species, 

· Very tranquil and wild area;

· Route has two distinct parts: up to the grouse butts and then the section over the moorland.  Route surface to the grouse butts is wide and stoned and maintained for land management access.  Over the moorland the route is a narrow single-width track. Overall condition is good with some damage noted around Slip Wath ford.

· Level of use on the track section is 148 motor vehicles per month consisting of 105 4x4s and 30 motor cycles.  Only the motor cycles go beyond the grouse butts.

· This is a remote route and not used greatly by other users.  Use by all would increase if route was recorded on the definitive map.

· Levels of use, both recreational and agricultural, are low

· Motor vehicles would be highly incongruous on this route, as would any engineering works

CR believes that the National Park will need to consider its responsibility as competent authority under habitat directive, particularly if BOAT status was decided.  Natural England would expect management to be proactive and not wait until damage to the SSSI occurred.

There was general agreement that this was a highly sensitive route which needed careful monitoring, to ensure levels of use did not increase and no damage occurred as both would change its character.  The use of a pre-emptive TRO was discussed but no conclusions could be reached.  

It was noted that this is a cross boundary route and that only NYCC could place a TRO along its full length.  The views of both NYCC and Nidderdale AONB on management of the route were not known.

Recommendation

No consensus could be reached for this route.  The key points were:

· There is a need to resolve the status of the route

· One member felt a pre-emptive TRO was justified

· Other members felt that the route should not be allowed to deteriorate and it should be monitored and revisited in 6 months.

· The views of officers from both NYCC and Nidderdale AONB regarding management of the route should be sought.

7. Route assessment report – Marsett Bottoms 
The evaluation report had been circulated and the following key points were highlighted:

· The route is a short unsurfaced unclassified county road;

· Runs through Semerwater SSSI;

· Three fords on the route and sections of stone setts;

· Considerable water erosion of the route has occurred. Of particular note is the descent from Stalling Busk and the middle ford.

· Level of use is 152 motor vehicles per month including 74 motor cycles.  Around 35% of the traffic is agricultural.  Balance of use shows 67% of users are walkers

· Important link for all users and part of the round the lake walk.

Recommendation

The advice of the group, which was consensus, was:

· Repairs to the route are needed. It was suggested that there be a partnership between the Raydale Project, NYCC and YDNPA to repair the route.  Natural England were concerned about the overall hydrology of the site and that repairs would have to be sensitive to this.

· Continue to monitor and revisit management following repair.

9.
Future of the group

Everyone felt that there was value in continuing with the Advisory Group although it was suggested the meetings only take place once or twice a year.  Priorities for the group to consider in the future:

· Revisiting routes which had been deferred for further monitoring and/or repair

· Conducting a review of other routes which are used by motor vehicles and were not initially considered ‘sensitive’ to use.

· Monitoring reports on routes that have been closed.

· Another possible issue may be to look at how to reduce agricultural use with heavy vehicles

MP thanked the group for all their hard work and commitment over the last 18 months.
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