
	
	
	ITEM  1


YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY
ACCESS COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting held at the Yoredale, Bainbridge on Thursday, 19 April 2007.

Present:
W Fenten (in the Chair), TRN Harrison-Topham, D Heather, HA Kirkbride, SR Macaré, A Osborne and Dr KM Petyt.

	COPIES OF ALL DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED ARE IN THE MINUTE BOOK


	13/07
	MINUTES


RESOLVED –

That the minutes of the meeting held on 25 January 2007, having been printed and circulated, be taken as read and be confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
	14/07
	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME


No notifications of public questions or of the intention to make a statement had been received.

	15/07
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies for absence were received from KJ Lancaster.
	16/07
	DECLARATIONS OF THE EXISTENCE AND NATURE OF PERSONAL INTERESTS


Members made the following declarations of interest:

	Member
	Interest declared

	W Fenten
	Personal interest in Item Nos 8 and 9 as a member of Horton-in-Ribblesdale Parish Council and lanes referred to in those items are within that parish.

	A Osborne
	Personal non-prejudicial interest in Item No 8 as an employee of Defra.

	TRN Harrison-Topham
	Personal and prejudicial interest in Item No 7 (Footpath in Coverham), being acquainted with a landowner in Coverham.


	17/07
	DECLARATIONS OF LOBBYING


W Fenten declared that he had been lobbied, in general terms, on Green Lanes (Item Nos 8 and 9).
	18/06
	REPORT OF THE HEAD OF PARK MANAGEMENT


CONSIDERED – the report of the Head of Park Management.

RESOLVED –

That the report be noted.

	19/07
	DEFINITIVE MAP TEAM - QUARTERLY REPORT


CONSIDERED – the report of the Senior Definitive Map Officer, who advised members that the reference in paragraph 14 of his report to Section 118 of the Highways Act 1980, should be corrected to Section 26 of the Act.

In noting the report members asked that the ‘Current position’ column of the Appendices 1 and 2 should, in future, be expanded to be more informative and the Authority style guide standard be used in respect of dates included in the report.

Some discussion took place on the availability of the Definitive Map.  Members were advised that it was a National Park Management Plan objective to produce digital versions which would be universally available on-line.
RESOLVED –

That, subject to member and officer comments being taken into account, the report be noted.

	20/06
	PROPOSED REGULATIONS AND MAKING TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS


CONSIDERED – the report of the Access and Recreation Manager.

In considering the report a number of issues were raised by members, including:

· suggesting that the statutory list of organisations to be consulted on proposals to make a traffic regulation order should include the Moorland Association; that English Heritage should (as opposed to could) be added to the list, and whenever possible, the individual landowners should also be consulted on a such proposals.  The Access and Recreation Manager responded that landowners would invariably be consulted by the Authority and advised against their inclusion in the statutory list of consultees;

· discussing whether or not there should be a single set of regulations that would cover all routes; just those in National Parks or those in National Parks which also extended beyond Park boundaries – on balance, members endorsed the draft response that regulations should apply across the country;
· suggesting that if the Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA) did not accurately estimate the likely costs of the proposals, the Authority should respond to the consultation accordingly;
· noting that the flow-chart at Appendix 1 could be expanded to include additional stages, such as the pre-determination of cases by the Green Lanes Advisory Group, consideration by the Access Committee, and the consultation between Stages 2 and 3.

RESOLVED –

That:

(a) subject to Members’ comments being taken into account, particularly with regard to - 

· the inclusion of the Moorland Association and English Heritage as statutory consultees, and

· Defra being asked to extend the regulations to all unsealed routes across the Country,
Appendix 2 of the Access and Recreation Officer’s report be endorsed as the basis for the Authority’s response to Defra’s consultation on the power for national park authorities to make traffic regulation orders;

(b) Members note the process and timescale for making a Traffic Regulation Order; and

(c) the Authority be recommended to amend the Scheme of Delegation to authorise the Head of Park Management to be able to undertake statutory consultation on the possibility of making a Traffic Regulation Order, on any individual route, in accordance with Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006, Section 72 and any Regulations pertaining to them.

	21/07
	YORKSHIRE DALES GREEN LANES ADVISORY GROUP


CONSIDERED – the report of the Head of Park Management.
RESOLVED –

That:
(a) the advice of the Yorkshire Dales Green Lanes Advisory Group, be noted, and no comment on the extent or type of Traffic Regulation Order suggested in the advice be made at this stage;

(b) based on the advice of the Yorkshire Dales Green Lanes Advisory Group and on the views of North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC), NYCC be asked to consider putting in place a permanent Traffic Regulation Order, to prohibit the use of public mechanically propelled vehicles, on the byway open to all traffic known as the Highway from the junction with Shaw Paddock to the southern end of the route (Hell Gill to Cotter Road) with immediate effect. 

	22/07
	CONSULTATION RESPONSE TO THE NORTH YORKSHIRE RIGHTS OF WAY IMPROVEMENT PLAN (ROWIP)


CONSIDERED – the report of the Transport and Visitor Management Officer, who confirmed that, currently, there was no government funding for the Plan.  He did however point out that in 2011, the Plan would be integrated into the Local Transport Plan process.
On the issues of funding work currently proposed within the Plan, a member asked if the Plan might link to Local Area Agreements.  The Transport and Visitor Management Officer agreed to take that matter back to the technical group responsible for the preparation of the Plan.
RESOLVED –
That, subject to member and officer comments being taken into account:

(a) the Authority confirms its support for, and congratulates North Yorkshire County Council on the production of, the draft North Yorkshire Rights of Way Improvement Plan; and

(b) any delegation of the implementation of Rights of Way Improvement Plans from North Yorkshire County Council to the National Park Authority should be accompanied by resources to undertake the work.

	23/07
	INTEGRATED ACCESS STRATEGY – ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORT


CONSIDERED – the report of the Access and Recreation Officer who, in response to a member’s request, agreed to circulate to members details of the links between the National Park Management Plan and the Integrated Access Strategy
RESOLVED –

That subject to member and officer comments being taken into account, the report be noted.
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