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Purpose of the report
1. To present the annual Rights of Way Annual Report to members which outlines progress made on public rights of way maintenance over the period April 2008 – March 2009. 
Strategic Planning Framework
2.
The information and recommendation(s) contained in this report are consistent with the Authority’s statutory purposes and its approved strategic planning framework:
National Park Management Plan objectives

· Manage and improve the network of public rights of way so that 90% are ‘easy to use’ by 2010.
Corporate Plan objectives

Manage and improve the network of public rights of way so that by 2009/10

· Finalise the highway delegation agreements with the county councils.
· Works to 8 River Crossings.
· Repair 2.75km of previously engineered routes.

· Carry out engineering works to a further 2.5km of eroded routes.
· Reduce the number of places where a right of way is not indicated where it leaves a metalled road from 75 to 55.

· Maintain and improve the rights of way infrastructure so the percentage of furniture in condition 1 increases from 93% to 94%.

· Remove 20 obstructions.

· Continue to implement the Pennine Way Maintenance Report in conjunction with Natural England.

Background
3. As part of the Delegation Agreements with North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC) and Cumbria County Council (CCC)  the Authority is required to produce an Annual Report on progress in relation to works conducted on rights of way within the two Authority areas by May of each year.  Appendix 1 forms a draft report recording achievements of the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority in terms of its public rights of way functions during the year 2008/09. This will form the basis of the report to NYCC and CCC in delivering delegated functions relating to the respective Highway Authorities.
4. The proposed report is divided into our specific areas of responsibility and members may wish to pay particular attention to section 5.0 Ease of Use Results 2008/09, page 6, which explains the proposed changes to the methods of recording ‘Ease of Use’ as accepted by the English National Park Authorities Joint Improvement Group in 2008.
5.  Members may also wish to pay particular attention to section 10.0 Access for All, page 11, which explains that we have met our target of 0.5% of the network being available to those in wheelchairs by 2010.  As a consequence, the target has been amended to 0.55% (11.66km of the rights of way) to be accessible by 2010

Conclusion

6. 2008/09 has been a busy and demanding year and the Maintenance Plan recording system is proving invaluable but still has the odd wrinkle to iron out. However, we are now extremely confident that we now have a very clear understanding of the scale of works necessary to fulfil our responsibilities in relation to the future management and enhancement of the PRoW network. 
7. We are also looking to develop the system further to include information about works we have carried out on Green Lanes/Unclassified County Roads which are not covered by the public rights of way delegation agreements. 
8.  We have also continued to deliver significant outputs in relation to the maintenance of stiles, gates, signs and footbridges, as well as maintaining and repairing over 6km of footpaths and bridleways. In addition we continue to secure funding through Natural England for the management and development of the Pennine Bridleway and Pennine Way National Trails.
RECOMMENDATION
8. 
It is recommended that Members note the report.
Alan Hulme 

Ranger Services Manager
20th March 2009 
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