	YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY

ACCESS COMMITTEE


	ITEM  2

	Minutes of the meeting held at the Town Hall, Grassington on Thursday, 15 January 2009.



	Present:

SHK Butcher, G Dalton, W Fenten (in the Chair), TRN Harrison-Topham, KJ Lancaster, Mrs D Millward and Dr KM Petyt.




	COPIES OF ALL DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED ARE IN THE MINUTE BOOK


	1/09
	MINUTES


RESOLVED –

That the minutes of the meeting held on 16 October 2008, having been printed and circulated, be taken as read and be confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

	2/09
	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME


No notifications of public questions or of the intention to make a statement had been received.

	3/09
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


No apologies for absence had been received.
	4/09
	DECLARATIONS OF LOBBYING


No declarations of lobbying were made.
	5/09
	REPORT OF THE HEAD OF PARK MANAGEMENT


CONSIDERED – the report of the Head of Park Management.

In considering the report a number of comments were made by members, including –
· noting the availability of the latest edition of the 'Blue Book' (a guide to rights of way law and practice;

· supporting both the proposed training, and that meetings should start at 10am.
RESOLVED –

That:

(a)
the report and comments be noted;
(b)
training events be held, as proposed in paragraph 3 of the report of the Head of Park Management with members of the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum invited to attend; and
(c)
future meetings of the Committee start at 10am.

	6/09
	DEFINITIVE MAP TEAM - QUARTERLY REPORT


Mrs D Millward declared a personal non-prejudicial interest in the Footpath Diversion at Low Blean Farm (page 14), being acquainted with the landowner.

CONSIDERED – the report of the Senior Definitive Map Officer.

RESOLVED –

That the report be noted.
	7/09
	CONSULTATION ON THE DEFINITION OF ELIGIBLE SERVICES FOR THE STATUTORY BUS CONCESSION IN ENGLAND


CONSIDERED – the report of the Transport and Visitor Management Officer.

In considering the proposed responses set out in the Appendix to the report of the Transport and Visitor Management Officer, some further comments were made including:
· a member expressed some concern about making recommendations that might result in financial consequences for the councils responsible for funding concessionary services;

· suggesting that because of the scale of public funds involved, any concessionary schemes should be made as secure from fraud as possible

RESOLVED –

That subject to the inclusion of comments about making concessionary fare schemes as secure from fraud as possible, the Appendix to the report of the Transport and Visitor Management Officer form the basis of the Authority’s response to the Department for Transport’s consultation on the definition of eligible services for the statutory bus concession in England.

	8/09
	CONSULTATION ON THE REVIEW OF NATIONAL TRAILS AND ROUTES


CONSIDERED – the report of the Ranger Services Manager.

In considering the proposed responses set out in Appendix 2 to the report of the Ranger Services Manager, some further comments were made including:
· in response to a member’s question, the Ranger Services Manager stated that Natural England was looking at how national trails and routes were managed in other countries;

· suggesting that in the ‘Comment’ in response to Question 2(b) it would be preferable to say “..National Trails and other named Routes..”;

· suggesting that, in Question 2(c) both ‘Birds eye views of routes’ and ‘Free downloadable route maps/directions’ should be ‘High’ priority.
RESOLVED –

That subject to the suggestions of members being included, Appendix 2 to the report of the Ranger Services Manager form the basis of the Authority’s response to the Natural England Review of National Trails and Routes consultation.

	9/09
	REVIEW OF OPEN ACCESS RESTRICTIONS AND EXCLUSIONS


TRN Harrison-Topham declared a personal non-prejudicial interest in the item being related the owner of a grouse moor.

CONSIDERED – the report of the Ranger Services Manager who added that in addition to the review of directions for land management purposes, the fire management ‘parcels’ would also be subject to review.
RESOLVED –

That the procedures for undertaking reviews and reassessments of Countryside and Rights of Way Act open access restrictions and the requirement to undertake Statutory Reviews of the current long-term restrictions for land management purposes be noted.
	10/09
	DALES WILD FIRE GROUP


CONSIDERED – the report of the Ranger Services Manager.

RESOLVED –

That the contents of the report of the Ranger Services Manager be noted and the Authority’s contribution to, and involvement in, the future development of the Dales Wildfire Group be endorsed.
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