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Purpose of the report

1.
To inform Members of the emerging regional and sub-regional structures under the Sub National Review (SNR), and to seek Members’ approval to join Local Government Yorkshire & Humber (LGYH) in order to fully participate in the new structures.
Background
2.

The Government published its response to the SNR Consultation in November 2008.  This confirmed the Government’s intention to take forward proposals to:
· reform regional government structures, particularly establishing a Local Authority Leaders Board in the region;  and
· give Yorkshire Forward and a Local Authority Leaders Board joint responsibility for drafting and monitoring the delivery of the Integrated Regional Strategy (IRS).

3.

In the Yorkshire & Humber region, the decision has already been taken to move towards new regional governance arrangements earlier than the Government’s target date of 2010.  Consequently, the Yorkshire & Humber Assembly will be dissolved on 31 March 2009.  

4.

Following extensive lobbying from ENPAA, the Government has indicated that National Park Authorities should be among the bodies that are represented in the new structures.  This is reflected in the “Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction” Bill that is currently going through parliament.

5.

The Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority has been working closely with its counterpart in the North York Moors to pursue these issues at a regional level.  The chairs, deputy chairs and chief executives met before Christmas, and following this meeting the chief executives attended a meeting of the Association of North Yorkshire Councils (ANYC) to seek their support for National Park Authority representation in the new structures.  Contact has also been established and developed with the organisation replacing the Assembly - Local Government Yorkshire & Humber.  

6.

The two National Park Authorities now have the support of the principal local authorities in the area, and LGYH has formally invited the two Authorities to become full members, sitting alongside County, District and Unitary Councils.  

7.

The purpose of all this activity is to ensure that the National Park Authorities have a say on which local authority leaders sit on the Leaders Board and, crucially, agree the Integrated Regional Strategy (IRS) with Yorkshire Forward.  The NPAs would also be able to participate in mandating local authority representatives on the joint board, as well as making decisions on regional planning matters.  These regional structures are shown at the Appendix.  



Sub Regional Arrangements

8.

The new regional arrangements are based on a bottom-up approach which would rely heavily on the sub-regions as building blocks.  Exactly how these sub-regional arrangements will operate in North Yorkshire, and how the NPAs will be able to contribute, is not yet clear.  Those Members who are representatives in other areas of local government will be aware that this issue is not straightforward because of the inter-relationships with the city regions.  This particularly affects local authorities such as Craven.  
9.

This National Park Authority also needs to take into account the developments in Cumbria and its plans for dealing with their new arrangements.  As yet, these are not known.  



Capacity Issues

10.

Greater involvement from the YDNPA in mainstream local authority activity is often encouraged by Members.  This, alongside the increased activity due to developing relationships between the NPA and others more closely involved with the Defra family, does raise the very real issue of capacity to contribute at both Officer and Member level.  The ability of the NPA to have an appropriate influence over the emerging IRS in Yorkshire seems critical, principally because it directly impacts on the planning policies affecting the Park and ultimately over the future scope of the Authority’s own Local Development Framework.  Over the coming months, judgements will need to be made as to how best this NPA can use its limited resources usefully to influence the process.  
Conclusion
11.
The new regional and sub-regional structures are developing quickly.  They are likely to have a significant impact on the future of the National Park, particularly in relation to the development and implementation of the IRS.  The two North Yorkshire NPAs recognise this situation and, consequently, have been offered the opportunity to join Local Government Yorkshire & Humber, and thereby participate directly in the new structures.  This is an opportunity which officers believe should be taken up positively.
Financial Implications

12.
The Authority is currently an associate member of the regional assembly at a cost of £500.  The NPA has been offered membership of the LGYH for a fee of £1158 per annum.  This reflects the relatively small size of the Authority in financial terms compared to County and District Councils.  Therefore the net cost of this proposal is £658 per annum  

Legal Implications

13.
The Authority’s solicitor has considered LGYH’s constitution and rules and has concluded that the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority can become a full member of this organisation.  
RECOMMENDATION
14.

That the Authority should join Local Government Yorkshire & Humber as a full member, and seek appropriate places for Members and Officers to be involved.  Members should also be updated on regional and sub-regional developments as they emerge.  
David Butterworth
Chief Executive
18 March 2009
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