ITEM  13

Additional report

REPORT FROM THE YORKSHIRE DALES BIODIVERSITY FORUM
This meeting was held in January but the minutes did not arrive in time for the report to be written and presented to the January Authority meeting.

Members of the Forum met under the new chairmanship of Gordon Haycock, an environmental consultant. The new terms of reference for the group were agreed.

Tim Thom explained the complex new organisational structure in Natural England for the Yorkshire and Humberside Region and promised a flow chart.

The Action Plan for 2009 was agreed.  This is the last year of the current Yorkshire Dales Biodiversity Action Plan, known as “Nature in the Dales” and it has, over the last decade,   produced a solid body of evidence which will greatly assist the planning for the next 10 years. An attractive publication showing the successes of the previous plan, raising awareness of the Forum with its very wide breadth of interest, and promoting a new plan, is to be produced. To assist with compiling the new plan it was agreed to expand the Forum membership.  Several potential candidates were mentioned and I am pleased to say the two people I was asked to approach, Dr R.S. Smith and Mr A. Brown have both agreed to help.
Tim Thom updated the Forum on the progress of the Peatland Project to which he has been seconded to take forward. After a frustrating start this should now go ahead with partners across North Yorkshire.
Mark Hewitt reported on the Parish Wildlife Project progress.  This project aims to support local people in looking after wildlife in their own area, giving hands on experience. The project is to be guided by a sub-group of the Forum and my offer to assist was taken up.
It was agreed that a second sub-group was needed to deal with communication of the Forum’s work, but offers were less forthcoming.

The National Trust representative reported having a fully funded proposal to restore peatland on Malham Moor.
The Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust reported they had applied, with partners, to the Big Lottery for a Rural Routes Project to provide learning about wildlife opportunities for families.
Long Preston Wetlands had received Aggregates funding for access and interpretation.
I shall continue to sit on the Forum, I just will not need to report back anymore.

Deborah Millward

Member Champion for Conservation of the Natural Environment.
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