Appendix 2
RESPONSE TO THE DETAILED QUESTIONS IN THE CONSULTATION PAPER
1. Do you agree/disagree or support/object with/to the principle of direction elections?

The Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority’s previous position on this was to reject the principle of direct elections for any of its membership.  However, with the experience of the Scottish National Park Authorities, and a perceived need to reinvigorate the procedures for appointing parish council representatives, this Authority believes that the principle of direct elections, for parish representatives, should be supported.

2. Do you agree with direct elections resulting in larger authorities?

The size of the National Park Authority membership was considered during the review of English National Park Authorities in 2002.  Consequently the English National Park Authorities were reduced in size.

It is still the case that, with its duties and responsibilities, staffing establishment and budget, the size of English National Park Authorities is still out of proportion to those operating at a District and County level.  It is also the case that most private sector organisations would not operate with a `Board’ as large as 22 members for an organisation of this size.  Nonetheless, the `mix’ of members together with the expertise and experience they bring to the National Park Authority, has proved to be extremely beneficial.  This National Park Authority would therefore support the continuation of a membership of 22.

3. If Authorities were to remain the same size, which members should be replaced in favour of directly elected members?
This issue has been dealt with under question 1, ie any new arrangements should relate to the parish members of the National Park Authority. 

We would be extremely concerned that replacing local authority members with those that are directly elected would have the effect of disenfranchising the local authorities with whom National Park Authorities work.  There would also be serious repercussions in relation to our influence with other bodies, particularly at a regional and national level, and this would impact on our joint work on affordable housing, sustainable economic development, strategic planning and transport provision.  

The achievement of the National Park Management Plan requires the active involvement of constituent local authorities as well as regional bodies.

4. Do you wish for the Broads to have parish members bearing in mind the overall size of the authority and replacement of any existing members to accommodate them?

We have no view on this matter.

5. Do you have any outstanding issues?

It is recognised that the Government is currently only consulting on the principle of direct elections.  However, the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority does believe that, should these proposals come to fruition, the costs of any new arrangements should be proportionate to the benefits, with any additional expenditure being funded by central government.
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