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ENGAGEMENTS
1. Since the last meeting of the Authority, the Chief Executive has been involved in the following:- 

Media
· Interview for Radio 4’s Farming Today programme on Affordable Housing in the National Park.
· Interview for the BBCs Countryfile programme on the same matter.

Events
· Senior Management Team annual day out to see practical measures to create a sustainable home [of Will Weston] along with a visit to Bowes Museum. 
· Secretariat department annual team day out - visiting North York Moors and whilst walking to look at the Stump Cross and the other moorland crosses; management of the moors;  the old tracks and bridleways across the moors; the Esk valley railway line (still operative); farming in the Esk Valley; endurance walks in the NYM; grouse shooting on the moors and Archaeology & ancient settlements on the moors. 
· Along with other officers & hosted by Atiq Hassan, visited Bradford Council; Library; Mosque and Lord Mayor’s office etc to look at a number of equality/diversity issues.

· Attended staff development day looking at issues of Open Access in Woodland.
Meetings
· Attended the UK NPOs group meeting which included reports on: all party parliamentary group; MOD liaison group; working groups; joint activities [conf/workshop/NP week and members induction]; financial report; protected areas collaboration; UKANPA 3 year work programme; meetings & events; joint working through ANPA and shared experience session.  
· Attended the English NPOs group meeting which included reports on: ‘Working in Partnership to deliver NP purposes’ position statement; ‘the deal’; consultation - directly elected members;  Members Agreement (following incorporation); People and Landscape Programme Board: Update; Review of NPAPA; UK ANPA Workshop – Policy implications/ follow up; Climate Change Working Group: Update; ENPAA AGM – preparation; ENPAA Action Plan – Progress report; ENPAA’s Audited Accounts 2007/08 & ENPAA’s Accounts 2008/09.

· Attended a meeting of the Rural Practitioners’ Group in Wakefield.  Items discussed were: Regional Delivery of the Animal Health and Welfare Strategy; Rural Evidence Yorkshire and the Humber; The Rural Economy Offer in the City Region & Effective Rural Influence in Local Strategic Partnerships.
· Attended a meeting of the Craven Performance Management Group.  Items discussed were: Funding for One Planet Living Carbon Reduction officer post; Draft 08-09 Priority group action plans; LAA2 Final version; Funding & bidding for regional improvement/efficiency programme; co-ordination of community engagement/consultation in Craven [inc NYSP] and future work programmes.
· Attended a meeting of the Richmondshire Local Strategic Partnership [RLSP].  Items relevant to NPA discussed were: Update on Leader programme; Task Group action plans; NYCC LSP funding; LAA update/stretch targets/NYCC update & LSP Budget/work programme/communication plan.
· Attended a meeting in Northallerton to discuss ‘joint activity’ with Julie Hutton of Yorkshire Forward and Andy Wilson: CEO of NYMNPA.  Items discussed included: geographic programmes and regional activity; LEADER and RDPE and Sustainable Development Fund [SDF]. 
· Attended a meeting of the BBC Rural Affairs Committee in Birmingham.  Items discussed were: Rural Programmes Update; Countryfile Magazine; Farming Today; Countryfile; Archers update & Annie Graham: Agricultural Manager Sainsbury: the role of the retailer amidst food market uncertainties. 
· Attended a meeting of the Regional Carbon Workshop in Leeds arranged by Yorkshire Forward where the main item concerning the NPA was discussion of the ‘Peatland restoration project’.

· Attended a meeting of the North Yorkshire Strategic Partnership in Knaresborough.  Items discussed included the LAA1 Qtr 4 monitoring and update on LAA2.  
· Along with the Chairman and the Head of Conservation and Policy, met the Chairman of the Rural Affairs Forum to discuss the role of the NPA in rural matters.  

· Meeting with Jane Hunt of Yorkshire Forward and Neil Redfern of English Heritage to discuss Craven Limeworks. 
· Met with Tim Farron MP to discuss current planning/housing issues.

· Along with other officers, attended Liaison meeting with Yorkshire Dales Society at Colvend.  Items discussed were: £15k funding from YDNPA towards sustainable travel; Update on National Park Management Plan; Access to Nature Funding; Three Peaks project; Changes to NPA membership; Outreach – Dales and Bowland Community Interest Company update; Working with `Green Businesses’ (phase 2 of Europarc accreditation); Arrangements following Colin Speakman’s retirement from the Secretary role & YDNPA/LDNPA Boundary changes.
· Along with the Chairman, a meeting of the English National Park Association Authority [ENPAA]. Items discussed were: Election of Chair for ENPAA;  Election of Deputy Chair for ENPAA; Appointment of Auditor; Approve ENPAA’s Accounts 2007/08; Approve Standing Order- 1 – Members along with other matters of information and discussion: Directly Elected Members of NPAs; The Deal between Defra and NPAs; ENPAA Campaign options paper; The Lead NPO rota; Staff handbook; Ministerial campaign on National Parks; Climate Change Seminar Follow Up; ENPAA’s Business/ Action Plan 2007/8-2010/11 and ENPAA’s Accounts 2008/09.  [Minutes to appear separately in MIB].
· A meeting in London with Lindsay Cornish: CEO of New Forest to discuss their forthcoming Peer Review [CEO to be on panel 1-3 October]. 

· A meeting in London of the Joint Improvement Group to discuss Performance Indicators [PIs] and the new National Park Association Performance Assessment [NPAPA] 

· Along with the Chairman, A meeting in Westminster with Margaret Hodge, the DCMS Minister, to discuss a number of issues; in particular the Draft Heritage Protection Bill; Sustainable Tourism and Closer working between DEFRA and DCMS.
· A meeting of the Craven Local Strategic Partnership.  Items relevant to NPA discussed were: Updates from Priority Groups and LAA Representatives & Draft Annual Action Plans; Opportunities for Partnership Working; NYSP &  Local Area Agreement Update 

· Along with another officer, a meeting of the ‘One Planet Living’ Group – A Sub group of the Craven LSP.
ISSUES FOR MEMBERS’ CONSIDERATION
2. None.
ISSUES FOR MEMBERS TO NOTE

Europarc Charter for Sustainable Tourism

3. In December 2007 the Authority, acting on behalf of the Yorkshire Dales and Harrogate Tourism Partnership, submitted an application for Europarc Sustainable Tourism Charter. This application was unusual in that previous Europarc applications had only related to the protected area. In the case we requested that the whole Tourism Partnership destination be accredited. This destination includes two protected areas, Nidderdale AONB and the Yorkshire Dales National Park.

4. The process of applying for the Charter included an intensive verification visit by the Europarc verifier. This visit took place over 3 days where the Verifier met over 60 representatives from tourism businesses, local authorities and other organisations; all keen to learn more about the Europarc charter and many keen to improve the ‘green’ credentials of their own businesses. The Verifier was give the opportunity to visit the whole of the area and she spent time at; the Fountains Abbey World Heritage site, Bolton Abbey, the Royal Hall in Harrogate and Dales Countryside Museum.  She also saw the spectacular Limestone features of the National Park and visited the RSPB/NPA Peregrine project in Malham. 

5. In June 2008 we were informed that we had been successful in achieving Europarc Sustainable Tourism Charter status. The charter has been awarded to the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority on behalf of the Yorkshire Dales and Harrogate Tourism Partnership. The verifier produced a detailed report based on the visit and the documentation which had been sent in support of the application. The report highlights strengths and weaknesses and will be extremely helpful in planning the way forward for sustainable tourism in this area.

6. The next step will be for an action plan to be produced by the Authority.  This will be discussed by officers in early August and subsequently, a report will then be taken to the Executive Board of the Tourism partnership later this year.

7. This work will result in the development of a system to work with businesses which will encourage them to gain ‘green accreditation’ based on adopting more environmentally sound business practices or promoting existing initiatives such as, sourcing local produce, energy reduction, and participation in the ‘Donate to the Dales’ visitor payback scheme (a major fundraising schemes for conservation work in the area). This work will have economic benefits and will give the businesses additional opportunities to market and attract a wider audience with an interest in green tourism.

8. The attainment of Europarc Charter for Sustainable Tourism has been an excellent example of partnership work. Although led by YDNPA officers, this could not have been achieved had it not been for the hard work of the areas businesses, organisations and local authority partners. 

David Butterworth
Chief Executive
Background documents:  None
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