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Purpose of the report
1. To invite the Authority to make three appointments of independent members to the Standards Committee.
Strategic Planning Framework
2.
The information and recommendation(s) contained in this report are consistent with the Authority’s statutory purposes and its approved strategic planning framework, in that there is a statutory obligation on the Authority to have a Standards Committee, and a further statutory obligation to appoint independent members to it.
Background
3. The law requires that at least 25% of the members of the Standards Committee must be independent members.  The appointment of independent members must fulfil the following legal requirements:
a. The positions must be advertised in one or more local newspapers;

b. Only persons who apply may be appointed;

c. Persons appointed must not be relatives or close friends of any member or officer of the Authority;

d. Persons appointed must not within the last five years have been a member or officer of the Authority;

e. All appointments must be approved by a majority of the members of the Authority.

4. The Authority approved the procedures for recruiting independent members to the Standards Committee at its meeting on 27 March 2007.  For this round of appointments, advertisements were placed in the Darlington & Stockton Times, Craven Herald and Westmorland Gazette in April 2009.  Six applications were received.  
5. At its last meeting, the Authority appointed an Interview Panel of four members: Kevin Lancaster, Ann Brooks, Peter Charlesworth and Harold Brown.  Interviews took place on 6 July 2009.

6. Following the interview process, the unanimous recommendation of the interview panel is that the following appointments be made:

(a) Atiq Hassan for a period of four years from 1st August 2009
(b) Ruth Dent for a period of four years from 1st August 2009

(c) Andrew John Markham for a period of four years from 25th January 2010.
Four years is the term of appointment recommended by the Standards Board for independent members on Standards Committees.

7. Brief biographical information on Atiq Hassan, Ruth Dent and Andrew Markham is attached as an Appendix to this report.
RECOMMENDATION
10.
That the Authority makes the appointments of independent members to the Standards Committee as set out in paragraph 6 of this report.
Richard Daly
Solicitor/Monitoring Officer

14 July 2009
Background documents:
Minutes of Authority meeting on 26 May 2009
Standards Board guidance on the role and make up of Standards Committees
Appendix

Biographical note on recommended appointees to the Standards Committee

Atiq Hassan
Atiq Hassan was appointed to the Authority’s Standards Committee as an independent member in 2007, and his current term of appointment expires on 31st July 2009.  Since November 2008, he has been Chair of the Standards Committee.  Prior to this, Mr Hassan worked as a local government officer for Bradford Metropolitan District Council for over 20 years.  This included working for the Community Development Service, supporting and advising community centres and facilitating public consultation meetings.  He was also a non-executive director of North Bradford PCT.  During the last two years, he has served on the Committee organising the Standards Board’s annual conference, and has facilitated the Authority’s outreach work in conjunction with the External Affairs Department.
Ruth Dent

Ruth Dent has been a Magistrate for almost 20 years, and has recently finished a three year term of office as chair of the Substance Misuse Panel.  She is a member of the North East Rural Affairs Forum, a school governor, and presents a morning magazine programme on Radio Teesdale.  She has chaired the Council of the Yorkshire Dialect Society for six years.  She is also on the Management Committee of a joint Anglican / Methodist Children’s Project in Teesdale.   Mrs Dent worked in the banking sector locally for 34 years, and describes herself as a Yorkshire lass who is passionate about rural life, and also has very strong feelings about the principles involved in public life.  
Andrew John Markham

Andrew Markham is employed as a senior manager by National Express Group plc. He has a scientific background, with a PhD in Materials Science from Cambridge University, followed by a career in business development and strategic planning. He has experience of presenting oral and written evidence to industry regulators and Government, and demonstrated a good understanding of the importance of codes of conduct and their application.  He lives in Draughton near Skipton, and has been a school governor for six years, and chair of the governing body for three years.
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